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Description of variables under Quality Index (SITC, BEC):


sitc4: 4-digit SITC Rev. 1 product code 
unit: Unit of measurement (see below)
exp:  Exporter Country, ISO 3-letter code
quantity: Quantity of units/goods exported
description_sitc4: Description of SITC4 product
sitc4plus: Identifier combining the SITC4 and unit variables. This is useful as different sub-products contained in a single SITC4 product line may be measured in different units.
sitc3: 3-digit SITC Rev. 1 product code; these are the first 3 digits of thesitc4 variable
sitc2: 2-digit SITC Rev. 1 product code; these are the first 2 digits of the SITC4 variable
sitc1:1-digit SITC Rev. 1 product code; this is the first digit of the SITC4 variable
bec3: Identifier of 3 digit Broad Economic Category classification
description_bec: Description of the classification of BEC goods
bec2: Identifier of 2 digit Broad Economic Category classification

bec1:Identifier of 1 digit Broad Economic Category classification
[bookmark: _GoBack]Xincomegroup: OECD classification of Exporter (Classified as High income, Low income, Upper Middle Income, Lower Middle income), as of 2016
Xgdppc: Exporter gross domestic product per capita
value: Trade value of  exports
uv: Unit valueof exports, calculated astrade value over quantity and then normalized (see note below on normalization)
qual: Quality Index (see note on normalization)
qual_upperBound95: 95th percentile quality of global exports of the given product in the given year
qual_LowerBound95:5th percentile qualityof global exports of the given product in the given year
uv_upperBound95: 95th percentile unit value of global exports of the given product in the given year
uv_LowerBound95:5th percentile unit value of global exports of the given product in the given year

qual_Mmean: For each exporter, this variable gives the average quality imported by its trade partners (i.e. importers) from all exporters from which they import. This is useful to gauge if an exporter would have potential for quality upgrading without changing its set of trading partners. The weighting among importers is done by the weight they represent in the given exporter’s export basket.
uv_Mmean: Analog to qual_Mmean for unit values.


Legend for “unit” variable:
K – kilograms
N – number of units
A-Area in square meters
C-Weight in Carats
L-Length in meters
Lt-Volume in liters
P-Number of pairs
V-Volume in cubic meters
H-Electrical energy in thousands of kilowatt-hours





Note on normalization:
To enable cross-product comparisons, all quality estimates are first normalized by their 90th percentile in the relevant product-year combination. The resulting quality values typically range between 0 and 1.2. The quality estimates are then aggregated, using current trade values as weights. The aggregation first consolidates across importers to obtain an aggregate at the SITC4plus-exporter-year level. Then further aggregations provide estimates at the SITC 4-, 3-, 2-, 1-digit, and finally country-level averages for each exporter. At each aggregation step, the normalization to the 90th percentile is repeated.Aggregations are also produced based on the BEC classification, as well as on 3 broad sectors (agriculture, non-agricultural commodities, and manufactures).The mapping of SITC 1 and 2 digit (Rev. 1) categories into these broad sectors is as follows: Agriculture (SITC 0, 1, 21-26, 29, 4, 94); Non-agricultural commodities (27-28, 32-35, 96); Manufactures (5-8, 91, 93, 95).




Description of variables under Diversification Index:

Total_theil: Export diversification index
Between_theil: Refers to Extensive margin which measures the number of different export sectors.
Within_theil: Refers to Intensive margin which represents the diversification of export volumes across active sectors.
Exname: Exporter name

